Introduction to Al-Islam
By Dr. Liyakatali Takim
In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind
May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon you.

Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world. Indeed, one out of every five persons on this earth is a
Muslim. There are nearly 6 million Muslims living in North America and the number is growing. Yet,
unfortunately, Islam is also the most misunderstood religion. Muslims live in different parts of the world
ranging from China to Argentina, Russia to South Africa. The country with the largest Muslim population
is Indonesia. Islam means the active submission to the one God. It is strictly a monotheistic religion since
it restricts worship to the one supreme Lord who is the Originator and Creator of the universe. Peace
(the root from which the word Islam is derived) is attained through complete obedience to the
commandments of God, for God is the source of all peace.

Muslims are those who believe in one God and in Muhammad as the final Prophet of God. They devote
their lives to the service of God, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. Islam teaches that God
(called Allah in Arabic) is the source of all creation and that human beings are the best of His creation.
He communicates by inspiring them towards goodness and by sending Prophets who deliver God's
message. Muslims believe that the first Prophet was Adam followed by a long chain of Prophets to guide
humanity. The Qur'an, according to Muslim belief, is the word of God revealed to Prophet Muhammad.
It mentions many other Prophets like Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Ishmael, Moses, Jacob, Joseph, and Jesus.
All the Prophets had brought the same message, i.e., belief in one God, upright human conduct, and
belief in the accountability of human acts at the end of time.

